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One day, many years ago, an ancestor of
Fiona spied a beautiful creature sunning by the 
sea. She was both woman and seal. We would 
call her a mermaid, but on that western coast 
of Ireland such creatures were well-known as 
Selkies.

The ancestor trapped the creature and married 
her, and they had children together and lived 
happily, although she seemed to long for the 
sea. One day she learned where her husband 
had hidden her sealskin, up under the roof, and 
she put it back on, and returned to the sea.

Fiona (Jeni Courtney), who is 12 or 13 years 
old, is told this story by a relative. It is not told 
as a “fairy tale” but as an account of family 
history, to be taken quite seriously. And well 
might Fiona believe it, because ever since there 
have been dark-haired children in her family 
who were said to throw back to the Selkie, and 
whose eyes turned yearningly to the sea.


