           


       Wind Instruments



               A Pentecost Sunday sermon





        “A sound like a mighty rushing wind!”

The flute music we are blessed to hear this morning suggests an
interesting connection that exists between wind instruments and Pentecost!

The flute, or oboe, bassoon, trumpet, clarinet—and organ!—all require

wind to produce their beautiful and varied sounds. 


That’s why they are called wind instruments!


Without the instrument, you simply have wind! Breath! Air that moves! But now force that wind through pipes, tubes and the inner workings of those instruments, & suddenly you have transformed that wind into sounds which are at once magnificent & moving—a pleasure to listen to—solace in sorrow—exhilarating companion to our deepest joys. ……..Doesn’t the Holy Spirit doesn’t work in a similar way!

Consider: By itself the Holy Spirit is, in some ways, just a possibility.


All alone, the Holy Spirit is just a potential. 

It’s a leader without a following!

It’s an idea without a plan!

It’s an invention without the technology to construct it. 

But let the Holy Spirit loose amongst some receptive people of faith—or let it loose in a congregation that is receptive— and suddenly you have transformed that
Holy Wind into concentrated spiritual activity! Now you have—


Prayer leading to ministry!


You have study leading to enlightenment!


You have promise leading to commitment!


You have love leading to action!


You have mystery leading into awe and wonder!


And never forget that in their own way, the events of the 1st Pentecost are awesome, mysterious and wondrous!


Like Jesus’ resurrection appearances after Easter—even the remarkable scene at the empty tomb on Easter morning—the Pentecost story is one of those Bible stories——which, removed by some 2,000 years from the scene, it’s difficult for us to fathom exactly what happened. 
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Nevertheless, we do know that something startling and exciting and unprecedented did happen, and that its effect was so profound that the people who were there could hardly describe it in words. 

To describe this overpowering spiritual experience they had of being carried into another realm, they had to draw a word picture—A sound like a mighty, rushing wind!

What kind of wind might that wind be? I wonder how we could become
instruments through which that kind of wind would could blow! Become wind instruments ourselves!


   While you meditate on that, it might help to remember that in both the 
Old and New Testaments, God is often likened to wind!
· In the Genesis Creation story, God is depicted as moving across the ancient, primordial waters in the form of wind. 
· It was by the power of a whirlwind, that the prophet Elijah was taken up to heaven in a chariot.
·  In Job’s hour of crisis and need, God answers Job out of a whirlwind.
· When the Jewish people of the Bible talked about wind, they spoke of “the ruach”—


wind!—as it blows in a storm, or in a cool breeze.

In  the first millennium before Christ, when the Jewish scholars were gathering and compiling their Bible, the Tanak. they frequently thought and wrote in terms of the Ruach Ha-kodesh—in English—Holy Wind. 

Or they thought and wrote of  the Ruach Elohim— in English –Spirit of God! 

For them “ruach” was both physical breath and invisible “Spirit”. 





“Ru-ach” was a moving, creative force or energy!
· …And then, when we come to the New Testament, we find Jesus promising that the Holy Spirit will be given to those who have been following him!—This Ruach ha kodesh—or Holy Wind!—will guide and counsel and advocate for Christ’s followers in Christ’s absence. 
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· Later on, when Jesus’ followers began to recover from Jesus’ crucifixion and started to think and act and speak out of an Easter hope—gathering together to remember, reflect upon—act upon!— and re-tell Jesus’message—the Holy Spirit suddenly came to them!—in the form of a mighty, rushing wind. 


What does it mean for us as 21st century Christians  to think of God as “Spirit”, as “Wind” and to think of a congregation of Christians—here and elsewhere—as being formed, shaped….MOVED…created!—re-created!—energized!—empowered

BLOWN…by wind?—by the Spirit of God? 

How do we become a wind instrument!?!

As many of you know, I am drawn to a certain phrase the great Riverside minister, Dr. James Forbes, created, in a prayer, “God, help me to become “Space for grace”?


You and I could pray like that:


God, You are the Traveling Grace Maker! 


You are the Faith Shaper! 


Would you create in me SPACE FOR GRACE?

Would you shape my faith to create, in me, space for grace?

Would you shape our faith to create in us, space for grace?


 One of the things that makes our life here at Westport Presbyterian a source of joy is the many things we know God has already done for us! 


 God has given us God—and our awareness of God’s loving presence

and persistent activity here in this sanctuary and beyond.


And then God is giving us new encounters with Jesus, all the time, amidst our

personal ministries, in personal life experiences, in the re-telling of Jesus’ story in music, art, action and word. 


And God has given us the Holy Spirit—the Ruach Ha-Kodesh—the Holy

Wind—or the Sacred Wind—that has carried us across almost 175 years of history

and is blowing through our church and congregation now with fresh and renewed

vigor!


If God hadn’t done anything else, that would be enough! 
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If You hadn’t done anything but give us Yourself, that would be enough, God!

If You hadn’t done anything but sent the Holy Spirit and created a soul whom we call Jesus—that would be enough, God!


That would satisfy us!


And yet God has done so much more!


In the Hebrew, this idea is expressed by a single word “Dayeinu”. 

Say it with me!—Dayeinu!


Dayeinu is a word that comes out of the Exodus experience of the Jewish

people of the Bible. It expresses a spirit of gratitude!

It means, for instance: If God had freed us from slavery in Egypt, it would
have been enough! But God also guided us and fed us for 40 years in the wilderness.

DAYEINU!


Translate this idea into Christianity, and you might have—If Jesus had only

given us the Beatitudes, that would have been enough! We would be satisfied! But

Jesus also gave us the Parable of the Good Samaritan! DAYEINU!


If God had only given us Jesus Christ, that would have been enough! Our

souls would be satisfied! But God also gave us the Holy Spirit! DAYEINU!


I want to invite you, as we conclude this part of our worship service, to

take this spiritual concept—DAYEINU—and combine it with a simple folk

dance—really it’s a joyous wedding dance—and see it we can’t make some

added space within our worship, for the Holy Spirit!


Re-create, we hope, some of the experience of joy that was felt at the

First Pentecost!


Don’t worry, we are not setting a trend that is going to continue all the

time, but we hope, when appropriate, this kind of spiritual expression could happen

from time to time! Those of you who have attended our Passover Seder over the

years, know this. Any who wish, come up! If you don’t wish to, or aren’t able,

 help us from your pew! Sing the simple refrain. Play an instrument to help uis

bring the Holy Wind of Pentecost into this space for God’s grace! 

???Don’t forget either that amidst all that wind, there were also those divided tongues of fire that appeared amongst the crowd—and rested on each person—and filled them with 
the Holy Spirit!—so that even though they were all speaking different  languages—and communicating with each other about inner  spiritual realities which perhaps they did not share the same  words or phrases for!—yet they all understood each other completely. 


There was complete understanding and true communication between all of them. 


To me, this is the meaning of the divided tongues of fire, and the wondrous, even miraculous episode of people speaking in tongues which all understood, even as each one separately spoke in a different  tongue. 


In a way, it’s a picture of a blessed state of union between one human being and another and between many human beings and God.  


Or think of it as a description of a true conversation between one soul and another, between your soul and Christ’s, between many souls actively seeking the path to God and the presence of God in their lives.

In a way, music serves that purpose because music crosses over the boundaries
of language and speaks to people regardless of their native tongue.


Painting and sculpture can also speak to people regardless of what language they speak. 
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Now we are talking about things that speak a universal language.


I would like to close today by asking you to imagine a 

common scene—one that you have seen or participated in once 

or many times in your life—seeing a kite ascending into the sky. 


Imagine flying that kite right now. And as you let the 

string out, with the wind blowing against the paper covered 

wooden frame, the kite rises or even zooms upwards. Here it jumps 

up and down, there seems to fall, over here runs across the sky 

and pulls to get away. You never know where it’s going to go next. 

And it can fly so high and far that except for the pull of it on the 

string, you wouldn’t even know it’s there. 


However, one thing is sure. With reasonable guidance on 

your part, it is going to keep moving upward and outward , 

further and beyond. That is what happens to a person who is 

looking for, who is receptive to, who is moved by the Holy Spirit. You 

may not know exactly where you will be carried next. It’s just 






5 

not at all clear. Still there is a larger, lively scheme or design 

which in time the Holy Spirit will let you see; but in the meantime, 

it is simply carrying you upward, outward, ever higher, ever 

further in your soul’s wondrous flight toward God. 


“Holy Spirit, Wind and Flame, Move within our mortal frame. 


Make our hearts and altar pyre, kindle them with Your own fire. 


Breathe and blow upon that blaze Till our lives, our deeds and ways, 


Speak that tongue which every land By Your grace shall understand.” 


A wind is blowing today!


Today, I feel a wind blowing into our sanctuary!


The wind is blowing us toward the realm of God!

The wind is blowing us into the realm of Creating Love. 


The wind is blowing us through the realm of The One

Who Imagines Goodness!—Decisive and Liberating Goodness,

which is one way to name God.  
1. In both the Old and New Testaments, God is often likened to wind!
· In the Genesis Creation story, God is depicted as moving across the ancient, primordial waters in the form of wind. 
· The prophet Elijah was taken up to heaven in a chariot by the power of a whirlwind.

· In Job’s hour of crisis and need, God answers Job out of a whirlwind.

· When the Jewish people of the Bible spoke of “the ruach” they were talking 

     about the wind as it is found in the breath of a human being—and wind as it

blows in a storm, or in a cool breeze.

In  the first millennium before Christ, the Jewish scholars were gathering and compiling their Bible, the Tanak. How frequently they thought and wrote in terms of the Ruach Ha-kodesh—in English—Holy Wind. 

Or they thought and wrote of  the Ruach Elohim— in English –Spirit of God! 

For them “ruach” was both physical breath and invisible “Spirit”. 

“Ru-ach” was a moving, creative force or energy!
· …And then, when we come to the New Testament, we find Jesus promising that the Holy Spirit will be given to those who have been following him!—This Ruach ha kodesh—Holy Wind!—will guide and counsel and advocate for them in Christ’s absence. 

· Later on, when Jesus’ followers began to recover from Jesus’ crucifixion and started to act out of an Easter hope—gathering together to remember, reflect upon and re-tell Jesus’message—the Holy Spirit suddenly came to them!—in the form of a mighty, rushing wind. 
2. What does it mean to the Christian’s faith to think of God as “Spirit”, as “Wind” and to think of a congregation of Christians—here and elsewhere—as being formed, shaped….MOVED…created, re-created, emergized….BLOWN…by wind?—by the Spirit of God?
