
What Our Planet and the Universe Tells Us About God
1. Begin by showing them the fossil…

…which leads into the first point, which is that our 
  planet and the universe tell us that God is old. God

  is an old God. God is very, very old. God is even

  beyond old or beyond our comprehension of what

  old is. 

  God has seen all things. 

  God has experience with all things, which is another way

of saying that God has knowledge of all things.


       God is wise in things that are far, far older than we can ever

experience or even learn. 

2. Howard Thurman was an African American mystic, Dean of the Chapel at Boston University and at Howard University. In a

meditation entitled “I will not give up”, he told of finding

above the timberline in Canada what he first thought were

scrub bushes. But they were really bent over trees, clinging for all their life to the cold, barren surface of some arctic hillside. 

Keep that image in your mind while I tell you of something we

have found on two walks we have taken recently…..where we have seen, out of a very dead tree, a new tree growing, or a branch that has managed to grow out of the side of the dead trunk and send down its own roots to survive.
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LESSON IS:    

· Life demands to live.
· Life demands to be heard from.
· Life is always and relentlessly busy about living. 

· Not only that, the universe sustains, upon demand, the 


                          life that is in it. 




As a poet put it, “Look at the planet. Everywhere

freedom twines its way around necessity, inventing new strings of

occasion, lassoing time and putting it through its varied and spirited

paces. Everywhere live things lash at the rocks.”  (Annie Dillard)

     So God demands to live in the universe. God is the life

force or the principle of life that constantly seeks to live and grow in the universe and on our planet in a special way

since, of the planets we are aware of, this is the only one

where life has come to be.

On the other hand, and this is really leads into a third point

about what our planet and the universe tell us about God, and that is that the balanced motion and movement and placement of the planets

and the stars which occurs in a measurable kind of sky waltz, also serves to make life possible here on Planet Earth. Our solar system, the influence of the sun and the moon on Planet Earth, the directional predictability of the stars, not to mention the far flung galaxies and their potential for or possibility of life, serve in obvious and subtle ways to make it possible for life to be sustained on our planet.


The peerless bard Shakespeare described it this way: 


“..this most excellent canopy, the air, look you, this


brave  o’erhanging firmament, this  majestical roof


fretted with golden fire.”


The balance and equilibrium that all of us can see in the

universe and the earth’s relation to the larger universe, tell us

that God is a God of balance and equilibrium. That means that

though we cannot always discern it, there is balance in this

universe. There is a sense of order in God’s universe. Although

a river, over time, may change its course, it does have a course while it runs downstream toward the oceans. So the stars also have their
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course. And the galaxies and the universe likewise have a course.

Thus, there are things we can say that are true because we know that

God’s universe is one of balance, order, equilibrium. That’s

not to say accidents and surprising events that shatter the
normal course and order of things don’t happen. Still, all in

all, the balance and equilibrium we see in the movements of

the planets and stars, or reflected in the order of the elements, or in

the way in which cells multiply and repeatedly produce

a certain plant or animal or a human being’s brain and eyes—heart—

this same balance and equilibrium tells us what God is like,

what God’s universe is like, where, for instance:



In God’s universe, balance and equilibrium can be

seen in the fact that—No lie lives forever!



A lie may live for awhile, but the life of a lie

always, invariably comes to a conclusion. No lie lives forever!



You reap what you sow. You reap what you sow in terms of the quality of life both in this life and in the life that extends beyond 
this life. There is truth and justice in God’s realm. Sooner—and later—
it balances out. 

Those who live by the sword will die by the sword.

(By the way, do you know who said that and when?)

Truth crushed to earth will rise.

The merciful will receive mercy, and the pure in

heart will see God.
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The balance and equilibrium you can find in our planet’s life

and the universe’s movements and laws point to the way

God’s way with God’s world and with us and our lives. 
I find this comforting. Don’t you? Especially when you see

all the imbalance and disequilibrium, especially coming from we humans,

but you also see imbalances in nature with tsunamis and terrible droughts and dreaded new diseases. 

BRING OUT THE PANDA. 

Then there is the lesson that our planet teaches us about the

vulnerability and the fragility of life and, in keeping with our

subject, the vulnerability and fragility of God’s love or God’s

goodness or God’s truth.





This bear is a kind of planetary symbol of both the beauty and

the vulnerability of life, including all plant and animal life.

Talk about “Reading the Rocks” and other reports of 5 mass extinctions that have occurred.  6 billion year history of our planet. 
Move on into vulnerability of human life, animal life, plant life.

Idea that: Life might well go on here without us.



Talk about interconnectedness of all life here. 

· God’s goodness and God’s love and God’s truth are vulnerable

and fragile as well. 
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That is why the symbol of our faith is a cross.



 Christ shows us a vulnerable God, a God who



 makes love grow and makes life flourish by



 giving life and love away. 

FINAL POINT—I would like to close by leaving you with this thought:

From ancient times to the present day, the most impressive evidence for God that is exhibited in the natural world is probably the

sight of the stars in the night sky. We urban 21st century people are awed enough when we see the sky from a rural area or from a 

mountain at night. But imagine how the ancients felt—in a world with 

no machines, no electric lights, no miracles of modern technology—

when they looked up at the star canopy spread across the cold, clear

and completely darkened space above and beyond.


It was some awesome they could hardly name what they sensed.


The ancient Jews felt it was so awesome that it could not, it

should not be named.


It was the Unnamed Stupendous!


It was…Yahweh.


It was…Adonai….


It was Mysterious Trinity of Ancient Old Parent---Lively, breathing blowing, Holy Spirit and their Loving, Redeeming Son—


….WHO….no wonder…was born under the sign of a star!


Always the stars have caused human beings to feel and sense

deep within the magnificence and the majesty of the infinite and

beautiful created order. It ought to humble us today!


it ought to make us aware of the fact that whatever powers

we have, whatever powers we have been given, whatever powers

we have co-created with God—we ought to use them, not to be

conquerors of the natural world, but stewards of a natural world

that is ultimately not ours, but God’s.


Remember what Reverend taught his two young sons while

he was fly fishing in the novel “A River Runs Through It”:


“Under the river,” he told them, “are the rocks.”


“And under the rocks are the words of God.”


So the rocks and the rivers of this world—and the hawk

soaring, and the panda bear hiding in her high mountainside

bamboo forest, the turtle in its pond and the beaver building

its dam, the lilac and dogwood and redbud flowering outside,

the oak and the cottonwood and maple beginning to making another ring invisibly on their trunk within—remind us  that we have the same 

origin, the same source, the same beginning, and the same need for

each other and for the great and loving God.


“Love, from whom the world begun,

Hath the secret of the sun.


Love can tell, and love alone,


Whence the million stars were strewn,


Why each atom knows its own.”

Amen. 



(There is a body without substance within the



body with substance, and it transcends the



limits of time and space and its quality of life


We  

