


    WALKING WITH JESUS





 MARK 10:17-52

For the Christian, the goal in this life ought to be to walk more often with Jesus!—because when we walk with Jesus we will inevitably learn things about God we never learned or understood before!


When you walk with Jesus, you will inevitably learn to be at peace within

yourself regardless of what is happening around you—or what is happening to you!


In fact ,walking with Jesus is like walking through the most peaceful scene you can ever imagine even if—in reality—you are lost—or you are troubled—or sick—or afraid—or just plain discouraged!— or tired!— or you have even been surprised by one of life’s knockdown blows!


And then if you are happy!— and you feel blessed beyond words!—then walking with Jesus will only deepen what you already feel and show you what to do with your grace touched life!


By walking with Jesus you are learning something that no one will ever be able to take away from you! You are learning something that will help you throughout your entire life. You are learning the way of faith!

Let’s say, for instance, that you were walking with Jesus in today’s story of Jesus walking toward Jerusalem. There is the Redeemer!—starting out in Capernaum, along the Sea of Galilee—Jesus’s home territory!—and he is heading southward toward the Holy City . 

What would you learn from walking that road with Jesus?


If you were walking with Jesus, what would you learn from his encounter with the Rich Young Man?


If you were walking with Jesus, what would you learn from his admonishing the disciples?


What would you learn from Jesus when he told of His coming Passion?


What would you learn from Jesus’s encounter with the blind beggar by the side of the road?
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Well, for one thing, at the simplest level, you would be learning that you have to keep walking! 

You would be learning that you have to stay with Jesus while he walks! 

You have to stay on the journey! 

And just by staying on the journey, you will learn that faith itself is a journey!


Faith itself is a process!


Faith itself is a process of beginning to trust that the physical, material world is only one part of reality! And as important a part of reality as the physical world is—still— there are what Marcus Borg, and the Irish— call thin places! There are thin places in this world!—and there are thin people in this world!—and there are thin experiences in this life!—where you can actually  find and then cross the boundary of this material, physical realm & enter the non-material, spiritual realm—where God is.


The rich young man— whom I have always thought Jesus knew quite well even before this encounter took place, could not do take that journey of faith! 

He couldn’t take that step through the boundary!


He didn’t trust enough in God! 


He needed to let go of “the stuff” that was keeping him from walking with Jesus.


Today’s episode in Mark’s gospel further suggests that if you walk with Jesus, you will learn that faith is a way of seeing!

 Faith is a process of beginning to see! There is the blind beggar by the side of the road—Bartimaeus!—desperately wanting to see! When Jesus asks him what he wants, Baritmaeus cries out: “Let me receive my sight!” I wonder whether I want to see as badly as Bartimaeus did! o you want to receive your sight?


This week, it was announced that in a few years, the next generation of gigantic telescope will enable astronomers to look so far away in the universe that they will be able to see things that took place a long time ago in a far away galaxy—let’s just

say an explosion of a certain star. Now the star may have exploded in 1852, unimaginably  far away—and so the light hasn’t reached us yet. The light from that explosion is still traveling toward us. But the astronomers will be able to look so very far with this telescope that they’ll be able to see the light from that explosion traveling toward us. In other words, this giant telescope will be somewhat like a time machine!

On a simpler level, it takes about 8 minutes for the sun’s light to reach us.






3

So when we see the sun dip below the earth’s horizon in the west, we are seeing it

as it appeared 8 minutes ago. Multiply that enough times, and with this giant telescope, you can start looking back in time. You can start seeing far. far away—way, way back in time!


Walking with Jesus is like looking through that giant telescope!


You’ll see something entirely different!


You’ll see an entirely different world!


You’ll see an entirely different life!


Because you will begin to see that we live in a world in which God is  everywhere! You’ll begin to grow in faith—by a process—of beginning to see—that
God is everywhere!


People will sometimes ask me if I know Hebrew. And I tell them that I do know  some Hebrew and I do pay attention to the Hebrew that commentary authors and

translators point out! But I cannot read Hebrew or speak Hebrew because I only studied it for a seminary requirement and then again to pass the part of the Presbyterian ordination exam that requires some knowledge of it. 

But I also tell people—and I will tell you!— that anyone who has been in church at all, already knows some Hebrew. For instance—Bethlehem! You know Bethlehem! 
It’s the village where the Gospel of Matthew says Jesus was born! And since Beth in Hebrew means “house”, and lehem in Hebrew means “bread”, Bethlehem means “House of Bread”, and it refers to the fact that the village was a farming village that was surrounded by vast fields of wheat. 

Having said that, what I really learned from Hebrew—and continue to learn

from Hebrew as I prepare for sermons and prayers— is that God, in Hebrew, is not just one word as it is in English. It’s really a phrase! “Bethlehem” in English is one word! But in Hebrew it becomes two words! Three words even!— when you add the preposition “of”. “House of Bread”! Beth—lehem!


Thus in the Hebrew God might mean “The One Who is Everywhere”. 5 words!

And walking with Jesus now, I can SEE that God is not just one word. 

Walking with Jesus, I can see, for instance that God is—The One Who Gives Love Recklessly Away! 

And that Jesus is: the One Who Gives Love Recklessly Away—actually, actively  giving love recklessly away!

Now I can see!—by walking with Jesus!— that God is—as the opening hymn
in the Gospel of John suggests—The One Who Sends the Light of the World!
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God is—the One Who Sends Light Into My World When It is Dark!


God is—The One Who Sends Light Into Our World When It Is Dark!—and we are unable to see a way ahead!

But now, before we conclude, I want to turn from commentary back to story and remind you of a certain line in Mark’s story, a  line we are all very familiar with. After Jesus had this tense exchange with the Rich Young Man, he took the disciples aside and explained to them what the whole encounter was all about:


How difficult it is for those who trust in money to enter the Kingdom of God.” he said. “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of the needle than it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God.” 

Notice two things! First: The Eye of the Needle! If you are like me, you always
have pictured a little sewing needle and thought, “Yes, it would be difficult for a camel
to get through that!” In fact, it would be impossible for a camel to get through the

eye of a sewing needle. But Jesus wasn’t talking about the eye of sewing needle. I learned this from a book of Bible illustrations done by the Alexandre Bida in the 1800’s after he had traveled to the Holy Land. And in the book, Christ in Art, there is a drawing by Bida of “the eye of the needle”, which was, in reality, the name given to a small arched doorway that led into the ancient walled city of Jerusalem. And it was not big enough for a camel to get through it! UNLESS!—UNLESS! The camel bent down so low that it was on its knees and then pushed itself through the low doorway on its knees!


In like manner, the person who trusts in money and stuff—might be able!—to get through the thin, thin place that leads from the material, physical realm that that person has put all their trust in—to the non-physical, spiritual realm where God’s Love is Supreme!—but only if they bend down low—and become humble and push themselves through the narrow doorway to the Kingdom of God—on their knees. 


Thus, our final story in this Summer Sermon Storyteller series, suggests that faith is also a way of acting with humility—radical humility!—in our relationship with God—serving humbly in the cause of Jesus to enlarge the realm where God’s love and goodness is vivid, compelling and real! 

….God grant now—for our concluding thought—that you might join me and many other men, women and youth, in reaffirming these, my closing words: 


“I never knew what life was really like until I went out and began walking with Jesus.”   Amen.           Rev. Scott Myers, August 23, 2009
