

    
  The Secret of Everything That Matters



                            Luke 12:13-21


In 1940, the National Gallery of Victoria in Australia purchased a Vincent Van Gogh painting entitled “Head of a Man” for $3,500. The work had been painted in 1886. It was typical of Van Gogh’s work—a portrait of a bearded, curly haired man against a brownish background. Over the years, the painting increased in value to $21 million dollars. Then last year, it was lent to an exhibit at the Dean Gallery in Edinburgh, Scotland. While there, critics raised a question: “Is it really a Van Gogh painting?” Soon, the painting was sent to the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam for study. Their art experts determined that although it was not a forgery—because it wasn’t signed by Van Gogh—it simply had not been painted by Van Gogh, but instead by one of his contemporaries who was seeking to imitate Van Gogh’s style. 

So one day the painting as worth $21 million. The next day it was worth $3,500 again. Same painting!—but with a very different value!

Jesus would have understood this situation. 

Jesus was concerned with the things in which people placed value. 

In the midst of a disagreement between two siblings over an inheritance, Jesus told the story of the man who built more and more barns and stored more and more grain in it, but then wasn’t ready to face illness and death.  


This person valued his possessions, his achievements, his successes, his growing property and accumulating wealth. 

But he had forgotten his soul!


When this man suddenly became ill and faced the prospect of his death, his valuable possessions and property and wealth were of very little value to him. 

Like the painting that the Australian museum owned, the value of his possessions plummeted overnight. 

Meanwhile, the value of his soul, had risen rapidly. But since he had paid

little to no attention to his soul, it did him no good. 


Now, in light of this parable, one might rightly ask: “Well what is this soul that Jesus says is so very valuable?”








2


People have been seeking an answer to this question for ages. In my humble opinion, there is no universal answer. In other words, you have to find the answer for yourself. Or perhaps you have to keep seeking an answer for yourself. You can never come to a final answer.


But since I spend time thinking about these things—as any minister should, I’ll share with you what I think.


Remember at one level, “soul” is just a word. We know it’s just a word in certain respects because when I say the word, nearly everyone thinks something different. Put two Christians together, and they’ll have three opinions about what the soul is.


But whatever our definition of it is, “soul” is a word. And it’s a word we

use. It’s a part of our language, and our spiritual language at that.


Here’s what I am suggesting then. Think of the soul as a metaphor.


Now someone might immediately, say “Well, if the soul is just a metaphor,

then does the soul really exist?”


Well, yes. Metaphors are real. If I say, “You are my light!” That’s a metaphor, and you really exist, and your light really exists as well. 

Or if I say “It’s high time you grab the bull by the horns”, I am speaking metaphorically, and while there may be no actual bull nearby, the situation is still just as real, and your need to take charge by taking the bull by the horns is also real.


See what I mean?


The soul is like that. The soul is a metaphor for something about the he human being that exists 5th dimensionally. In other words, when I say  person has a soul, I am talking about a reality of that person which exists but cannot be identified physically in that it hasn’t the physical characteristics of height, depth, width and also can’t be measured by time, the so-called 4th dimension. The parlor in the back of the sanctuary, does exist in the first four dimensions. It has height, width and depth, and we can date its construction. 

To talk about the soul, on the other hand, is to describe something about
you, me, all of us—that exists beyond time and space, and that exists inside time and space.
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For example, the Beauty of Your Life, which, to me, is “soul”, cannot really pinned down to a certain event, a certain situation, a certain action, a certain time or a certain place. It’s just the Beauty of Your Life, and it exists 5th dimensionally, and it’s a part of what I call “SOUL”.


Or, your active capacity of self-sharing, sharing love—which, to me, is “soul”, cannot be pinned down to a certain specific event or a certain situation, a certain action, or time or place. You may say, “My capacity for self sharing, self giving love grew here”—or “My capacity for self giving love grew larger through that course of events”—in which case your soul also grew larger—still, in the end, your self sharing love, like the beauty of your life, like your joy in living, like your active capacity for forgiveness, like your active capacity for finding courage through letting

your fears say their prayers—all these exist 5th dimensionally—both beyond

time and space and inside of time and space.


The man building his barns larger and larger, becoming more and more focused on his possessions—forgot all that. When the moment came, he had very little soul with which to face a crisis. His soul was small. He hadn’t spent much time living and existing 5th dimensionally. 

One of the people whom I learned to admire during my sabbatical in 2005 was Enos Mills , who was born in 1870, in the southeast corner of Linn County, Kansas near Pleasanton.  After failing at mining in Colorado, his parents had moved to Kansas to start a farm. Enos was ill throughout his childhood, and a doctor told his parents he would not survive adolescence. His parents decided that the dirty, dusty farm life wasn’t for their son, and they encouraged him to go live in Colorado. So with his parents’ blessing, he hitchhiked to Kansas City, and got a job at a local bakery to earn enough money for a train ticket.  He took the train to Colorado, where his older sister, Belle, lived.  He then later came to Estes Park, where, over a lifetime of hiking and mountain climbing and guiding, he became known as the founder of Rocky Mountain National Park. Mills once explained why climbed Long’s Peak so many times and why he encouraged others to hike and climb in the park:

Your thoughts gain altitude!


New vistas appear!    

And you are in a place which because of its geologic age—both the rocks that remain, and the forces of wind and water that transform them—helps one gain resolve.
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I appreciate Mills’ wisdom for its own sake, and I also appreciate it because as a Christian, it helps me understand the reason for taking the path of the Christian life. That is, by aiming higher spiritually—by aiming to climb upward to the Kingdom of God in this life and by aiming to climb upward to the Kingdom of Heaven in the next life, we aim for another realm. We seek another realm of living, another kind of life profoundly different from this one.

And as a result, our prayers gain altitude!

New vistas appear through which we can see ourselves as forgiving

persons, as persons who are brave in love, courageous in mercy, persistent in

seeking justice and goodness in daily living.



     And we end up spending time in places such as this and other places

and situations which, because of the words that have been spoken and the hymns

sung and the goodness fought for and love displayed generation after generation

after generation—help you to gain resolve to live in that 5th dimensional realm
where the beauty of your life and your joy in living and all those other things

I have called soul can grow larger and larger with each passing day.



   In the end, this is our bridge to God, in this life and the life to come.



   This is the way we connect to God, in this world and the world to come.


   Remember what Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life…”






          

   Do you hear that? 

   The life!! 

   Life with Jesus is life itself! 

   Life with Jesus is what truly makes life worth living! 

   Life in the company of Christ will lead you away from all the things that

don’t matter as much and will lead you into everything—EVERYTHING!!—THAT REALLY MATTERS!
Rev. Scott Myers

August 4, 2007
