

World Communion Sunday Sermon: Peace and Bread
                                      Job 2:1-10, Mark 10:13-16, Luke 6:17-26
1. Ring Gong:  NEWS FLASH!

A few weeks after the 9/11 attacks, Norwegian journalist Asne Seierstad  asked a long time owner of a bookstore in Afghanistan capital of Kabul, if she could live with his family to learn what life is like in Afghanistan. The bookseller agreed, and later, in a compelling account, The Bookseller of Kabul, Seierstad told the story of a world that is desperately poor—tribal in its culture!—women and children are especially vulnerable and powerless!—and rule by violence is common and a source of gloomy despair to anyone with a peace loving outlook. One young Afghani man the author learns to know—who has a decent job with a Japanese news agency in Kabul—expressed gloom after encountering a warlord who keeps the violence going in order to maintain his power in a certain region.


The book, which I read at the recommendation of one of our church members and leaders, Riva Capellari, earned the author considerable royalties, and in the postscript, it is reported that she has donated over $300,000 of her royalties to Norwegians for Afghanistan, a group that supports health care and education initiatives in Afghanistan. 

Last Sunday, I asked our Mission and Outreach Committee if they would begin exploring ways to begin making some small steps to encourage a ministry here that would aid especially women and children in Afghanistan through international mission and social service support efforts that are already underway. No matter how long the war lasts,

we must still prepare for the next peace! 

The Committee will be keeping you informed. While our congregation has rightly focused its mission and outreach efforts in our community and city in recent years, perhaps the time is ripe to make an effort in the international realm of mission and outreach ministry.

2. Ring Gong: NEWS FLASH!

Children’s Peace Quest began here last Monday night! We sang:

You can build a wall 

or you can build a bridge. 
It all depends on the love you give. 
If you build a wall

your world is small,

but a bridge of love will overcome all.”
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Then the children began making Chinese lanterns to light up the Fellowship Room.
And they heard a story of a famous Chinese painter who painted horses so skillfully that it was said one of his horses once came alive and raced around China with a warrior riding him until the horse became disgusted with all the people and horses that the warrior was killing!—AND—one night, while the warrior was sleeping, the horse escaped, galloped all the way back to the painter’s studio and jumped back into the painting!.........

 ........The Art of Peace????
3. Ring Gong: News Flash!

The Art of Peace!—is being practiced at Westport Presbyterian Church on Monday nights right now! 

Peace Questers from 4 to 14 are finding that learning someone else’s language creates conditions for peacemaking! Imagine that one of a number of words for “Peace” in Chinese is actually  two words—or pictographs—in the Chinese language, and one of them is “mouth” and  one is “food”.  


Mouth and food!—creates PEACE! 


There’s a lot of truth in that, isn’t there?! Without food, it is hard to be at 
peace with your world. 

In the Afghanistan’s of our world, I wonder how much of the violence would

stop if people just had more to eat.  


Not all of it, for sure, but some of it would! And we’re always just aiming for
the Kingdom or Realm of God anyway! 

The Realm of God’s rule is always within reach, in the most ordinary decisions

we make,  and then it is always far off!


It’s here and it’s beyond here! 

Like Heaven, you can sense that it is at hand, just beyond the realm of

vision, but you’re not there yet. 
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And our work, as followers of Jesus, is to take the way Jesus is taking —which will close the gap!—between the way life is—enemy occupied territory as C.S. Lewis put

it—and the way life can be—God’s Beloved Community as Dr. King put it!
4. Ring Gong: 
NEWS FLASH!

In the midst of talking to a large group of people who had gathered on one of
Israel’s flat plains to hear him, Jesus suddenly diverged from what had begun as a

gentle message and—he blew his stack! 
   One minute he was reaching out with words of kindness and blessing to the 

poor who were standing there in the crowd in front of him— the hungry! The grieving! the persecuted!—and the sick! 

Blessed are you poor!

Blessed are you who are sincerely mourning at the way life is!
Blessed are you who are empty for you shall be filled.
Then suddenly, and without warning, he turned in the direction of another section of the crowd and he literally blew up!

Some observers think that some hecklers in the crowd were the spark—that they were mocking him. They were making fun of him, which prompted him to angrily retort:

Woe to you who are laughing now…you won’t be laughing long!
Others who were there think it was the presence of corrupt politicians and greed merchants that angered him.
Woe to you who are rich now…this is all you are going to get out of life, nothing more!  
“He said some of the very same things in the Sermon on the Mount,” one person who

was present at both sermons, commented afterwards. “And not that everything he

said was original. I’ve heard some of these ideas before: Blessed are the peacemakers and Blessed are the merciful. But he was more forceful here on the plain! I believed him! I could see that the way he was taking might actually work—if more of us took it!
5. Ring Gong:  News Flash!
In what was slated to be the site of a new 122-room hotel, archaeologists say they have discovered one of the world's oldest synagogues in Northern Israel.






4
The site is believed to date back some 2000 years from 50BCE to 100CE. In the middle of the 120 square meter main hall of the synagogue, archaeologists discovered an unusual stone carved with a seven branched menorah . "We are dealing with an exciting and unique find," said excavation director and Israeli Antiquities Authority archaeologist Dina Avshalom-Gorni. The Antiquities Authority, as many will recall, is also charged with preserving the Dead Sea Scrolls.  The menorah engraving is the first of its kind to be discovered from the Early Roman period according Director Avshalom-Gorni. “The site joins just six synagogue locations that are known to date from the same time.” She said. “Synagogues from this period are extremely rare in part because many Jews during that time were in the habit of visiting the main temple in Jerusalem three times a year as opposed to attending local houses of worship.


The synagogue was discovered in an area called Migdal or Magdala, historically an important settlement along the Sea of Galilee, which researchers say was mentioned in ancient Jewish texts as playing a prominent role during what is known as the Great Revolt, when Jews attempted to rebel against Roman rule. Migdal also figures in early Christian writings as the place where Mary Magdalene was from—and where she accompanied Jesus and the Apostles.
Ring Gong:  A Closing Commentary on This Sabbath Morning’s SPIRITUAL NEWS

   Jesus’s message speaks eloquently and forcefully to individual men and women! Jesus’s message has saved!—redeemed!—healed!—consoled!—liberated!—pardoned!—and lit a path for countless individual women and men, young and old, and from all walks and conditions of life! Still, through the Christian message and mission, Jesus has also spoken to the world—and Jesus still speaks to the world!

In a sad world, it is a global mission of hope! In enemy occupied territory, it represents a global mission of loving your enemies! In a world focused on the physical realm, Jesus is the door to the spiritual realm. In a sad world, Jesus is joy!

In the film Brick Lane that many of us saw last Sunday night, the heroine, Nanzeen, a Bangladeshi Muslim mother of two, catapulted from her native land into city life in London by way of an arranged marriage, kneels on her prayer mat and begins to pray “Light above me….light beneath me….light ahead of me….light behind me…light above me….light beyond me…..” It was a beautiful prayer, and for Christians, it’s also a reminder that Jesus is light—and on World Communion Sunday, which was created by Presbyterians amidst the darkness of the Great Depression and a gathering storm of worldwide war in 1936, it’s a reminder that in the world’s struggle today for peace and for bread—Jesus is the Light of the World. Amen.       Rev. Scott Myers, Oct. 4, 2009
